A prospective coagulation study including resistance to activated protein C and mutations in factors V and II in venous leg ulcers.
Hypercoagulable states have been reported to be associated with venous leg ulcers. In an attempt to investigate the prevalence of hypercoagulable states in patients with venous leg ulcers, we performed a prospective case-control study for the presence of coagulation defects in such patients, including resistance to activated protein C (APC), factor V Leiden mutation and a newly described mutation in factor II. Results were compared with those obtained in a control group. APC resistance was found in four of 33 patients tested, but only one was found to be heterozygous for the factor V Leiden mutation. Factor II mutation was found in two of 30 patients tested. Our findings show that the prevalence of coagulation abnormalities is not different in patients with venous leg ulcers from controls in our study, suggesting that only selected patients with venous ulcers and a history of recurrent deep venous thrombosis should be investigated for the presence of coagulation defects.